
 

May 2020 
Our theme for 2020 is “Clarity…Seeing the world 
through God’s eyes.” Our focal passage for this year is 
Isaiah 63. We will examine that chapter in order to 
unpack who God is and how He wants to relate to us, 
His children.  

 
 
 

 
Summer camp at Caswell has been rescheduled for 
the week of July 27, 2020. Several weeks ago, we 

moved the date from June to July because it was looking increasingly likely that our state 
would not reopen in time to enable that camp to occur.  As suspected, Caswell has now 
cancelled all of their June camps. Upon doing so, they contacted the groups scheduled for July 
and asked us if we would be willing to shorten our weeks so that they could offer weekend 
mini-camps to the groups who were bumped from June. Of course, we all agreed to do what 
we could to help.  To that end, regular camps will now begin on Monday afternoon. We will 
have Monday afternoon and evening, Tuesday, Wednesday, and until lunchtime on Thursday 
at camp, and we will return on Thursday afternoon. Camp will be cleaned thoroughly after 
each group’s departure in order to welcome another group on Friday afternoon. That process 
will be repeated again on Sunday afternoons in order to prepare for the next groups arriving 
on Monday.  The mini-camp groups will spend Saturday at camp and return home on Sunday. 
Prices for camp will be reduced in order to reflect the shorter weeks. Of course, like 
everything else, this is subject to change. Although we will be sending more information to 
parents with specific details later, I do want to assure you that Caswell is taking every 
precaution possible to make camp a safe place this year and following all of the guidelines 
from the CDC and local health departments. Our group will stay together for meals and will 
not share housing with other groups. Groups that come together will need to certify that all 
members do not have a fever when departing, and temperatures will be checked again upon 
arrival at camp. Most activities, including worship, will be held outside. Students will be 
asked to stay outside as much as possible. Physical distancing will be in effect in all interior 
spaces and lodging. We must give Caswell a final number soon. Each of you will receive a call 
from Lou Edwards to verify whether or not your child will be attending.  I realize that this 
change in date, although necessary to make camp happen, may also mean that some 
students will now have conflicts. I would also like to be able to add students who are not 



currently on the list.  I know that some did not originally sign up because they were 
concerned about summer sports schedules and other conflicts that are now no longer 
concerns, so if any who were not originally signed up would now like to be added, please let 
me know immediately. 
 
 

This mission trip to Wilmington, NC was originally scheduled for 
July 5-11, but we have now rescheduled it for the next week, the 
week of July 12. We did this to give it an increased chance of 
materializing. Much like last summer, we will be working with 

hurricane recovery in the area around Wilmington, but more of our work will be outside and much 
more carefully scrutinized with health and safety protocols than before.  We are still hopeful that our 
housing at FBC Wilmington (arranged through Mission Serve) will be able to transfer to the new dates, 
and we are currently awaiting a response.  Cost is only $100.  We still have room for others on this 
trip, so if you would like to sign up, it is not too late! 

Our youth worship team, RIZEN, will be leading worship twice each Sunday morning in 
the CLC as we return to in-person worship services soon.  They will rehearse and assist 
with the Instagram Live Feed of “180” on Wednesday night, May 13. RIZEN will then 
resume rehearsals on Sunday afternoon, May 17, and this will signal a return to our 
normal Sunday afternoon rehearsal schedule. 

Warriors/Watchmen 

We are back! Our meetings will resume on Sunday afternoon, May 17, and we will be dividing up into 
groups of 10 or fewer and/or meeting outside. If your sons and daughters are not participating in 
these organizations, they are missing out on some great opportunities! These organizations are the 
only two that we have that are gender-specific. Although part of their mission is “missions,” they are 
also very much oriented toward the very specific needs of young men and young women. Our sons 
and daughters are our most precious resources. Warriors is for girls, and it teaches them about 
growing into godly women. Watchmen is for guys, and it is focused upon the growth and 
development of young men. We will return to a regular meeting schedule beginning Sunday, May 17. 
Both organizations meet regularly on Sunday evenings from 6:00-7:00.   
 

This mission trip has been rescheduled for the week of July 18-24, 
2021. If you were already registered to go to this summer, you may 
leave your money in the account for next year. You may also withdraw 
the balance, leaving the deposit in the account to secure your spot for 
next summer. You also have the option, of course, to cancel and 
receive a full refund.  If you were on the waiting list for this summer 

and would like to go next summer, please go ahead and make your deposit.  We can now add up to 20 
more people. I suspect that these spots will fill up fast, so please do not delay if you’re interested. It is 
much easier to take your name off the list and fill your spot than it will be to add you later.  



For parents who are unfamiliar with “FUEL,” this is what you know 
better as “Sunday School.”  Why the name change? In part, it is 
because our small groups are not all meeting on Sunday right now, 
and it is causing some confusion. Although we have loosely used the 
term “FUEL” for a few years, we have not used it uniformly. 
Beginning now, that term will be used instead of Sunday School in 
order to refer to our small group Bible studies. The teachers and 
curriculum remain the same. Only the name is changing. Because of 
COVID-19, our classes (now called “FUEL Cells”) that previously met in 

person on Sunday mornings have had to meet via ZOOM, and some of them no longer meet 
on Sunday morning.  As we begin to come back together for in-person meetings, the classes 
may or may not continue to meet on Sunday mornings, but we know that they will not be 
meeting during that time for several more weeks, and possibly months. We are encouraging 
every student to be a part of a small group Bible study and also to participate in a weekly 
large-group Bible study on Wednesday evenings that we refer to as “180.” Once we get 
cleared to meet in groups of 25-50, the Wednesday night “180” meetings will resume, 
hopefully toward the end of May. Because of our proposed worship schedule, FUEL Cells will 
not be able to meet in person on Sunday morning for a while, and that may also mean that 
ZOOM meetings for these groups will need to meet at another time as well. As more details 
are available, we will communicate them to you. Moving forward, though, regardless of when 
we meet, the newer terminology (small group, FUEL, FUEL Cell) will be used to refer to what 
we once knew as “Sunday School” in order to allow for greater flexibility and a less confusing 
nomenclature.  

Another Name Change: The space in the upstairs of the gym is undergoing some 
changes. First of all, we are adding an area for prayer on one end of the room where a 
student prayer team will meet once or twice monthly for a time of intensive prayer for our 

students, our church, and our world. That space will be referred to as The War Room. In 

order to reflect the “battle theme” of our student ministry, “The Loft” is being renamed The 
Situation Room. Because students like to sit in the floor on the carpet, this carpeted 
space and all others must be kept clean. To that end, we are asking students to leave their 
shoes downstairs for the foreseeable future so that they do not track contaminants from their 
shoes into the room. We will be doing this at least through the summer months, and we will 
meet outside whenever we can or provide for physical distancing when we cannot. The room 
is only used two days per week (Sunday and Wednesday), so we have been told that under 
those circumstances enough time will elapse between events that the carpet should need no 
other special attention. 

 


